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Did you know Taita was a ‘happening place’ for Rock and Roll music 
back in the 1960s? 

One of the foremost musicians from back then is Ray Gordon. Ray, a 

drummer, still lives in our community at the Aroha Care Centre and  

regularly accompanies visiting bands.  
 
Ray came to Taita with his family in 1946. He was 10 years old and  

his dad had recently returned from being a soldier in WW2. Ray attended 
Taita Central School when it opened in 1948. 

 
When the time came to go to college Ray went to Petone Technical 

because he was planning to get a job in either something mechanical or 
electrical. One of his favourite memories from 'Tech' was when a teacher 
started a Merlin V12 engine (out of a Spitfire)...the whole building shook 
and people came running to see what was wrong. 
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Ray’s plans for a job had to change when it was found he was colour-

blind so he was trained by Woolworths in the retail trade. 7 years of retail 
work were followed by 15 years working in  local car plants, General   
Motors Petone and Todd Motors in Porirua. 

 
Then Ray got a job at Victoria University as caretaker. He stayed at 

Vic for 20 years filling other roles as needed. Every day at work he 
climbed to the top of the University’s tallest building and enjoyed the 
view. "Every day was different; the harbour, the South island, the         
Remutaka and Tararua ranges." We surely live in a beautiful place. 

 
At 17 years of age Ray saw a marching band and thought the side 

drummer looked and sounded pretty cool, so he took some lessons.  
This soon developed into playing a drum kit, he got very good and       
became a member of 'The Saints'. 

The band played regular gigs around the area including Taita       
Community Hall dances and the Taita RSA. At one of the RSA gigs an 
old soldier set fire to a Japanese flag. 

. 
Ray’s best paying gig was around Christmas 1960. American service-

men came up from Antarctica for their Xmas break and had a huge party 
at the Winter Show Grounds in Welly. They needed a drummer to play 
with them from 9.OOPM till 5.00AM (just as well Ray did athletics and 
lifted weights as this would have been exhausting). At this time the band 
members were paid about 2 or 3 Pounds ($44-$66 today). He was 

shocked when the Yanks 
gave him 60 pounds 
(about $2,700 today).  
All his family went out to 
dinner on him. He had a 
great Xmas that year.  
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Regan Carroll, a local mum is providing a growing number of Taita residents 
with her home made concoction of kawakawa and beeswax. The lotion is    
successfully treating an array of skin complaints, as well as being applied as a 
moisturiser. 

 
In the midst of her busy household which combines her own nine children 

and a growing brood of mokopuna, you will often find Regan boiling kawakawa 
leaves and filling pottles for eager recipients. Her regulars rave about the   
healing properties of this traditional recipe and those lucky enough to score a 
pottle keep it on hand as a vital resource in first aid. 

 
 Regan was also part of a local group who completed their St John’s first aid 

level one qualification as part of a project to arm our community with skilled 

responders. She’s a busy bee with a big heart. 

Healing Hands 
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In 2021 the Presentation Sisters will be celebrating 70 years in Taita. 
Nano Nagle founded the Presentation Sisters in Cork, Ireland in 1775.She 

was known as the Lady of the Lantern after giving her life to teaching the poor 
children of Cork by day and visiting the sick and lonely at night.  

Five Presentation Sisters arrived in Taita from Tuam, Ireland in January 1951 
to be a presence in the new community and to teach in St Michaels School. 
The convent was still being built when they arrived, so they lived with the  
Mission Sisters until August 1951.  More Sisters came over the years and in 
1976 there were 14 Sisters in the community here in Taita. 

In 1996 the Sisters sold the house to Barnardos and it was later used for 
‘Great Start’.  

Today, two Sisters live in Milne Crescent and one nearby in Stokes Valley. 
One Sister who was the first Presentation Sister from New Zealand is a resident 
in Aroha Care Centre. The Sisters continue being involved in various activities 
in the area. They run the Sacramental Programme for St Michaels Church,    
assist with reading at St Michaels School, and are very much part of St          
Michael’s Church congregation and the larger Taita, Hutt Valley community, 

continuing Nano Nagle’s 
acts of kindness. 
The people of Taita          
welcomed the Sisters from  
Ireland many years ago and 
the Sisters continue to  
experience that warmth and 
hospitality in the hearts of 
the people of Taita today. 
Through their work they 
continue Nano’s vision to 
bring light and hope. 

Nano Nagle's sculpture         
in her hometown  

of Ballygriffin 

Presentation Sisters 
Shine a Light  
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Noah plays happily with his new wooden trucks and cars. 
 

These were created and donated by a local grandad, Jack, who took some 
blocks of non treated wood, shaped them, drilled axel holes and fixed wheels.  
Long lasting, hard wearing, Jack encourages everyone to consider simple ways 
for children to play. 

 
Many families don’t have grandparents living close by so having people  
willing to step up and provide that elderly knowledge, care and concern,  
is a treasure. That’s real live action of the village raising a child. 
 
Watching Noah having fun with his home made transport fleet was all the 

thanks Jack needed. 

Jack of all Trades 
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When Pomare Primary school were preparing for Poly Fest, a local grand-
mother answered the call for help. Her mokopuna attends the school and 
costumes were needed for their upcoming performance. 

 
At short notice, Margaret borrowed some sewing machines and gathered 

a team of sewers together to create costumes for the forty strong kapa haka 
group. They worked tirelessly, some taking time off paid employment so the 
tamariki would be dressed to shine on the day. 

 
These volunteers in our community are vital to nurturing and growing 

positive energy. Their time and skill sharing are priceless.  

Margaret’s 
Stitch in Time 
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Rawinia Rewiti (Bubs) has been part of the AMNOHL movement (Aotearoa 
Maori Netball Oranga Healthy Lifestyles) since 1987. She and other volunteers 
are committed to making healthy lifestyles and differences for Maori women 
and their families using netball as the vehicle for change. 

 
She and her hubby Richard celebrate fifty years of marriage this year. They 

settled in Reynolds Street in 1998 and while Richard in his early seventies is 
Taita’s poster boy for biking, Bubs keeps herself busy as the president of Ikaroa 
ki te Tonga. She has clocked up a number of impressive awards including the 
2018 Wellington Volunteer Sportsperson of the Year and last year’s Kiwibank 
Local Hero Award. 

 
The couple like to keep a low profile in their retirement but still find time to 

support local initiatives with hands on help and plenty of aroha. 

Netball Nani 
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Taita College students are continuing to incorporate community projects into 
their mahi. 

On a walk through Walter Nash Park, locals can enjoy an array of seating,    
designed and built by rangatahi as part of their technology studies. Travel on up 
the road to Pasifika Early Learning – Taita centre and another range of furniture 
and constructions are proudly on display and being used by mokopuna. Once 
again, these creations were part of Taita College students and their teachers  
partnering in community projects. 

A mural completed by art students at the college will soon be decorating park 
fences and a carved pou was recently erected through a ‘Creative Communities 
NZ ‘ grant which had a local carver mentoring youth. 

Ka mau te wehi! Our young people are bursting with talent and their teachers 

are ensuring curriculum work is relevant and benefiting the whole community. 

Art Alive 
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Music is the international language, it unites all humanity. So opportunities 
to learn music should be easy right? Not so. There are numerous obstacles in 
our community to learning music. Lack of instruments or the ability to afford 
tuition creates barriers in our community. So local Pomare resident, Julie 
Bevan decided to do something about this, and now provides classes to our 
local whanau. The Pomare Taita Community Trust are enthusiastic supporters 
of this idea and were helped through a generous anonymous provider who do-
nated six Guitars and Ukes. Further to this the Walter Nash Centre provides 
the room and space for the classes. 

 
From an initial class in 2014 when there were an average of 3 tamariki     

attending per week, now there are four classes with an average of 110      
tamariki and 6 adult students per week. Over the last four years support has 
been given from Creative Communities to cover some of the tuition costs.  
Julie tops up the reminder of time on a voluntary basis. 

 
The Blue Fire Tigers group regularly perform in local festivals, rest homes 

and hold pop up concerts. 
 
If you would like to come along, the Guitar groups are on Tuesday after-

noons at the Walter Nash Centre. They are free with everything provided.    
The various groups are on Tuesdays :4-5pm kids, 5-5.30pm Classical, 5.30-6pm   
Beginners, and 6-7pm Adults. 

Julie Bevan – Blue Fire Tigers 


